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up to laborious callings, nwst exchange their idleness for in-
dustry ; and become much more useful to their families and
the public.

I mention not the ruin both of the estates and morals of
gentlemen, so frequently candidates at our elections: they
know best how well they can bear such evils; and whether
it tends to make themselves better patriots to their country,
or better fathers to their own families, that they are to make
their way by so quick returns of bribery and corruption.

We have* hitherto considered the ill effect of these evil
consequences at home, supposing them to terminate in the
concerns of private nfen. But this supposition is not to be
continued. For you will see presently that all these things
have a visible influence upon the public. The general topic
amongst the adversaries of this alteration, as well those who
hate as those who love liberty, truly so called, is the seem*
ing advantage of this part of the act to that great and lovely
good. I call it seeming; because, as it never was designed
at first, by many of the most zealous promoters of it, for any-
thing but to cramp the endeavours of a good prince for the
settling our liberties; so it hath never had any better lasting
effect that way, than they designed it should have; but, as I
think, visibly tends in its consequences to the destruction of
our legal liberties. The reason is short and plain. Nothing
in the world can make men more supinely negligent of the
public interest, or dispose them, more to receive their chains,
than a state of bribery, corruption, debauchery, and idleness:
And this is the constant state of most of our electors, merely
through the quick returns and the pleasing prospect of elec*
tions. The more lasting and uninterrupted this state is, the
less sensible are they of the evils it inclines them to. They
are by degrees brought to think the highest bidder to have
the best right to their votes; and will act in time agreeably
to that thought, whether the money be offered them from
abroad or at home. The little interruption to their vices and
their expectations, is the thing which makes the danger so
great: and this is owing to the frequent returns of elections,
at so short, certain periods of time.

Nor doth this argument touch the electors only, but the
elected also, to a very great degree. Eor as long as human
nature is capable of corruption; as long as there is a proba-
bility, or even a possibility, of any part of mankind being